
 
 

2008 Remaining Meeting 
Date  

(Thursday – 7:30 p.m.) 
September 18th  

GCTA Board Meeting 
July 17, 2008 
Swim & Racquet Club 
  Board Members Attending: Carol Alexander, Gary Alexander, 
Mark Anderson, Harvey Beahm, Denica Bruce, John Campbell, 
Chris Gerst, Rebecca Hancart, Art Haus, Jim Hendrix, Jane 
McMeekin, Erin Ortman.  
  Guests Attending: Fred Duy, Terry Finneran, Rob Hildreth, Kelly 
Hoffman, Howard Humphrey, Terri Jones. 

 
Approval of Minutes  
Minutes from the April meeting were approved on a motion by Art Haus and seconded by Carol Alexander. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Account Balances as of 7/16/08 
 

Bank Accounts    Balance 

   

   Amtrust Checking  $ 31,534.21 

   Amtrust Gold Savings  $ 19,536.38 

   Amtrust Money Market  $ 64,664.45 

   

TOTAL Bank Accounts  $115,735.04 
 
The Treasurerôs Report was approved as submitted.  

 
Women’s League – Erin Ortman  
Erin reported that 30 clubs and 1910 members are participating in the Women’s summer league. There are 
145 teams this summer. The Women’s League collected $19,060 in dues. The women are finishing their 
season in the next few weeks. The Champ of Champs tournament will be held on August 6, 7, and 8 at three 
sites, New Albany Country Club, Lakes Country Club, and New Albany Country Club. 

 
Men’s League – Terry Finneran & Erin Ortman 
This summer the men have also used the tenniscores.com website and have received a very positive 
response from the men’s membership. Fred Duy was thanked for completing the men’s scheduling prior to 
the season beginning. Terry Finneran thanked Erin Ortman for her efforts in helping the men launch this 
summer season. The men have 62 teams with 913 members. The men are still working on collecting the 
dues. Shirley Neibauer was thanked for her help in dealing with the money collected.  
 
The Silver Division did not have enough teams to field a division this summer. The men hope that it will return 
next year. Mark Anderson suggested dropping the number of courts to 3 in that division to increase the 
number of clubs able to field a team. Jim Hendrix suggested that a Men’s Board be formed to go over the 
rules and procedure of the Men’s League. 

 
USTA Leagues – Terri Jones 
Terri reported that there are 53 teams with 599 players this summer. The USTA Men’s League participation is 
down this summer.  
 
Terri indicated that it has been an interesting year with many disputes and challenges. One of the issues has 
to do with a procedural difference between summer and winter USTA leagues in regards to scoring. In the 
summer matches are scored by the best 2 out of 3 sets. Some clubs would like to go to the Super 10 Pt. 
Tiebreak. After some discussion by the board, Terri will inform the captains that they will begin using the 10-
point match tie-break in lieu of the third set, consistent with what is done at the districts, sectionals, and 
nationals. 
 
Both the 4.0 senior men and 4.0 men's leagues will not be advancing to the districts due to inconsistent 
scorekeeping practices. 



 
Terri has received requests from men wanting to play tennis somewhere and wondered to whom these 
requests should be forwarded. Since the men are now using the tenniscores.com site, these requests will go 
to Terry F. and the men’s league. 
 
The USTA season is winding down. 

 
USTA Junior Team Tennis – Rebecca Hancart 
Rebecca reported that there were 61 teams and 484 players. Districts are coming up July 24

th
 and 25

th
 at 

Wittenburg University. Columbus has the 2
nd

 largest league in the Midwest. Ten of our teams will attend. 
Sectionals are August 7

th
 – 10

th
 in Indianapolis. 

 
JUNIOR WIGHTMAN & JUNIOR DAVIS CUP – Jim Hendrix 
Congratulations to the Columbus area Junior Wightman Cup and Junior Davis Cup team for their win at the 
OVTA District Tournament in Dayton, Ohio on June 14

th
  and 15

th
, 2008. They were able to win all 3 of their 

matches over the Dayton, Cinncinati A, and Cinncinati B teams. The Columbus team was comprised of 
Maddie Kobelt, Nisha Krouser, Sheena Koushik Paige Maddara, Maureen Stevens, Phillip and Chris Diaz, 
Kevin Metka, Billy Weldon and Kyle Gerber. The team was coached by Dede Craig and Steve Ryuse. 
 

Area and District Qualifier ï Jim Hendrix 
There were 399 participants and all went very well.  
Area Qualifier Results: 
Boys' 14 Singles  (1) Stu Little d. (2) Stephen Cheng 6-4; 6-1 
Boys' 12 Singles  (1) Stephen Miller d. (2) C.J. Cash 6-2; 6-3 
Girls' 18 Singles  (3) Sheena Koushik d. (1) Abigail Lewis 6-3; 6-3 
Girls' 16 Singles (3) Alexandra Power d. (1) Maddie Kobelt 6-2; 6-4 
Girls' 14 Singles  (1) Rachael Morales d. (6) Lauren Bellinger 6-0; 6-2 
Girls' 12 Singles (1) Emma Stein d. (2) Audrey Berger 6-4; 6-3 
Boys' 18 Singles  (2) Peter Kobelt d. Kevin Metka 6-3; 6-4 
Boys' 16 Singles (3) Christopher Diaz d. (11) Myles Harris 6-4; 6-2 
Boys' 10 Singles  (2) Jacob Wareti d. (1) Robert Cash 6-0; 7-6 
Girls' 10 Singles Kyah Thomas d. (1) Alexandra Sanford 7-6; 6-4 
District Qualifier: 
Thanks to those who made this 2008 Girls' 16 District Qualifier run so well: 
Jim Hendrix, Chair, Art Haus & Robert Schafer, Referees, Guy Parks, Gabe Higgs, Gene Fields, Bryan Nibert 
In the finals Nicole Flower defeated Stephanie Fox (6-1; 5-7; 10-8). The 3

rd
 set tiebreak was used which 

helped the tournament keep on the schedule with few delays. Jim and Art Haus also felt that the Junior 
Sportsmanship Agreement which each participant and parent was required to sign helped a great deal. The 
Suspension Point system is being strictly enforced and has improved player behavior. 
  

Ohio Valley Tennis Association ï Harvey Beahm 
The OVTA Point Suspension system went into effect on May 1

st
 and all area players and parents should have 

received a copy of the system details.  
 
Numerous area teams are moving on to Districts in Cincinnati and Dayton. The OVTA Annual Meeting will be 
held in Marietta this year the first week in November. Details to follow. Harvey announced that July 31

st
 will be 

USTA Appreciation Day at the ATP tournament in Cincinnati. Present your USTA card at the tournament and 
receive discounts and snacks at the USTA tent. 
 
Harvey congratulated the 5 area players for their performances at the Midwest Closed Doubles 
Championships. These players are: 
Girls’ 16 – Maddie Kobelt & Nicole Flower 
Boys’ 16 – Carter & Billy Weldon 
Boys’ 18 – Peter Kobelt & Devin McCarthy (Cincinnati) 
 
 

 
Columbus Recreation and Parks – Denica Bruce & Kelly Hoffman 
The adult programs at Schiller, Whetstone and Woodward Park are full and going well. July 28

th
 Full 

information on the Fall Program will be posted by July 28
th
 on the Columbus R & P website.  

http://recparks.columbus.gov/Sports/Tennispage.asp 

http://recparks.columbus.gov/Sports/Tennispage.asp


The Central Ohio Tennis Tournament (Alan Kinnard) went very well last week with approximately 60 
participants. Dick’s Sporting Goods sponsored the tournament again this year. 
 
The Junior Program worked very well and CR & P was very pleased with the online registration. There was no  
USTA QuickStart program this summer in spite of interest by the Rec. Dept. to have the program. Denica and 
Kelly felt that there were communication issues with USTA (Midwest) on the number of registrants.  
 
Denica asked the Board to pass along information on the Champions Rally for the Cure which will take place 
on August 1

st
 at the Champions Tennis Club.  

 
Awards Committee   
The Awards Committee is in need of a chairperson. The event will take place on Sunday, September 28

th
 at 

Swim & Racquet from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Carol Alexander, Jane  McMeekin, Erin Ortman, John Campbell, 
Rob Hildreth, and Jim Hendrix will work on the details of the program. Anyone who can come to lunch at 
11:00 am on Monday, July 28

th
 at the Panera Bread on Bethel Road. 

 
Grant Committee – Jane McMeekin  
Jane reported that 5 grants were approved. She presented reports from the two completed projects 
(Witteman & Amos). These reports can be viewed on the GCTA website. Jane asked that Dan Witteman be 
reimbursed for his out-of-pocket expenses for his clinic. The board agreed. Shirley Neibauer will send a check 
for $84 to Dan. 
  

Wolfe Park Tennis*  Ed Amos  $2,000  

Vision & Dreams Clinic  Lynne Prillerman  $1,775  

      

Pickerington Central HS  Kelli Rings  $1,500  

Southwes tern Youth Tennis  Dan Witteman  $2,000  

Canal Winchester Tennis  

Kathy 

Eisenaugle  $1,000  

      

    $8,275  
 
Jane asked that the board members continue to spread the word on the availability of grant monies for area 
programs. Art Haus will send a list of area high school tennis coaches. The Grant Committee will notify these 
coaches that additional money is available. 
  
Umpires – Art Haus 
Art reported that the District Qualifier went very well from the umpires point of view. He felt that the 
match tiebreak procedure really helped to keep the tournament on schedule. Art mentioned that he 
would like to see a greater GCTA presence at events such as the qualifier. He suggested additional 
banners and perhaps providing refreshments. 
 
Art reported that six USTA certified officials ran the Ohio High School State Tennis Tournament and 
that three officials worked at the district tournaments as well.  
 

None of the training dates have been posted yet. Anyone interested in becoming an official 
should contact Art at 740-369-2258 or hausag@aol.com. 
 
Old Business 
Jim Hendrix reported that Upper Arlington was runner-up the Ohio High School State Tennis Div. I 
championship. Columbus Academy (led by freshman John Hendrix!) won the Div. II championship.  
 
Ed Amos received the Cap Leighton Award at the Midwest Section meeting in Indianapolis in April. 
The Cap Leighton Award recognizes the teaching professional who has contributed to the 
development of tennis programs in his or her district from the grass roots up for five or more years. 
More information on Edôs program can be found at: 

mailto:hausag@aol.com


http://www.midwest.usta.com/news/fullstory.sps?inewsid=546228. 
 
New Business 
Bob Gardner, past president of GCTA, suggested via email to Jim that the GCTA Board establish a 
Columbus Tennis Hall of Fame. 
 
Jim Hendrix asked that the Board be thinking about creating a paid position for an Executive 
Director for GCTA. Carol Alexander will get more information on the duties, responsibilities and pay 
for the Executive Directors of the Dayton and Cincinnati organizations. 
 
Jim announced the following committees have been formed: 
 
Nominating Committee ï Summer 2008 Budget Committee ï Summer 2008 
Chair: Harvey Beahm Chair: Shirley Neibauer 
Dan Witteman Denica Bruce 
Art Haus Jane McMeekin 
Erin Ortman Terri Jones 
Sharon Rusk Art Haus 
Mark Anderson Jim Hendrix 
Paul Rowley Terry Finneran 
Chuck Merzbacher  
 
Adjournment 
Art Haus moved and Mark Anderson seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  

 

http://www.midwest.usta.com/news/fullstory.sps?inewsid=546228

